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$3,653,000  in  Grants  Will  Aid  Recreation 

J.  PERCY  PAGE 
SUCCESSOR  TO 
HON.  J.  J.  BOWLEN 


J.  Percy  Page,  72-year  old  resident  of  Edmon- 
ton, became  the  eighth  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
Alberta  on  December  19th.  Mr.  Page  was  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  the  Hon.  Dr.  J.  J.  Bowlen, 
who  died  December  16.  Dr.  Bowlen  had  served 
as  Alberta's  representative  of  the  Queen  for  more 
than  nine  years. 

Lieutenant  Governor  Page  was  sworn  into 
office  December  21  by  the  Hon.  J.  C.  Ford, 


Computed  at  $10  Per  Capita: 
Second  Part  of  5 -Year  Plan 

Grants  based  on  a  $10  per  capita  basis  for  all  Alberta  communities  of  100  or  more  population, 
except  Edmonton  and  Calgary,  to  assist  in  the  acquisition  of  recreational  facilities,  will  be  made 
available  this  year  as  the  second  part  of  the  Albarta  Government's  Five  Year  Program,  it  has 
been  announced  by  the  Hon.  A.  R.  Patrick,  Provincial  Secretary.  An  amount  of  $3,653,000  is  pro- 
posed to  be  spent  on  this  portion  of  the  program,  originally  announced  by  Premier  E.  C.  Man- 
ning August  14,  1959. 

Population  figures  used  to  compute  size  of  grants  will  be  the  figures  used  by  the  Department 
of  Municipal  Affairs  in  1959  for  grant  purposes. 

The  grant  will  be  approved  for  any  feasible  plan  of  recreation  facilities  and  can  be  applied 
to  any  project  undertaken  since  January  1959.  Any  project  that  can  be  proceeded  with  during  the 
five  year  plan  period  will  be  eligible  for  approval. 

Consideration  will  be  given  to  projects  planned  jointly  by  adjoining  communities,  the  minister 

said. 

Applications  for  the  grants  will  be  made  by  the  council  of  the  town,  village  or  city  concerned, 
to  the  Provincial  Secretary.  Hamlets  of  LID's  must  make  representation  through  the  Department 
of  Municipal  Affairs,  while  those  in  municipalities  and  counties  will  be  handled  through  the  muni- 
cipal or  county  council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Patrick  pointed  out  that  this  plan  does  not  affect  in  any  way  the  existing  govern- 
ment assistance  of  $7,000  towards  erection  of  swimming  pools  in  towns  and  villages. 


Hon.  E.  C.  Manning,  Premier  of  Alberta,  and 
Chief  Justice  C.  J.  Ford  of  the  Alberta  Supreme 
Court,  watch  while  the  Hon.  J.  Percy  Page,  new 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Alberta,  signs  documents 
involving  his  appointment. 


Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Alberta. 
Hon.  Mr.  Page  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
office  in  a  brief  afternoon  ceremony  attended 
by  the  Hon.  E.  C.  Manning,  Premier  of  Alberta, 
and  members  of  the  Alberta  Executive  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Page  was  born  May  14,  1887 
at  Rochester,  N.Y.  of  Canadian  parents,  and  came 
to  Canada  with  them  in  1890.  He  was  raised  in 
Bronte,  Ontario,  attending  Oakville  junior  high 
school  and  Hamilton  Collegiate  Institute.  Chosing 
teaching  as  a  career,  he  graduated  from  Ontario 
Normal  College,  Queen's  University  and  the 
American  Institute  of  Business. 

Holding  specialist  standing  in  commercial  sub- 
jects, Mr.  Page  accepted  an  invitation  to  come  to 
Edmonton  in  1912  to  introduce  commercial 
training  in  the  citv's  high  school  system.  From 


1941  to  1949  he  was  principal  at  McDougall 
Commercial  High  School,  and  then  became 
principal  of  the  commercial  section  of  Victoria 
Composite  High  School.  He  retired  in  1952  after 
40  vears  of  continuous  service. 

Mr.  Page  entered  the  field  of  politics  in  1940 
and  was  elected  to  the  Alberta  Legislature.  He 
was  re-elected  in  the  general  elections  held  in 
1944,  1952  and  1955.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Edmonton  Public  School  Board  for  three  and  a 
half  years  prior  to  his  new  appointment. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  also  is  well  known 
as  the  coach  of  the  famous  Edmonton  "Grads,' 
a  ladies'  basketball  team  which  won  502  of  522 
games  played  throughout  the  world.  The  team 
won  four  official  world's  championships  at  the 
Olympic  Games  of  1924,  1928,  1932  and  1936.  • 
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Tots  Given  Great 
In  School  Phone 


Big  "Hello" 
Instruction 


The  proper  use  and  handling  of  a  telephone 
is  now  a  part  of  the  curriculum  for  students  in 
the  primary  grades  of  some  Alberta  schools.  The 
Calgary  School  Board  has  accepted  a  telephone 
kit  made  available  by  the  Alberta  Government  1 
Telephones  for  use  in  its  schools.  The  kit  con-  I 
sists  of  a  projector  and  filmed  movie  which  tells  1 
by  animation  the  story  of  the  proper  procedure  1 
for  using  a  telephone.  Also  included  in  the  in-  1 
struction  kit  are  two  full  size  phones  and  two  I 
Directories.  The  phones  are  used  in  conjunction  I 
with  an  illustrated  pamphlet  which   simplifies  I 
use  procedures.  The  teacher  is  then  able  to  in- 
struct the  pupils  in  the  correct  methods  for 
dialling  and  answering  the  phone.  Good  manners 
are  necessary  on  the  telephone  too,  and  this  is 
not  overlooked.  The  instruction  given  to  primary 
pupils  in  the  school  is  considered  most  valuable 
as  it  establishes  a  pattern  for  their  use  of  the 
telephone  during  adulthood.  The  demand  for 
use  of  the  telephone  instruction  kits  has  been 
very  gratifying  in  Calgary.  The  Alberta  Govern- 
ment Telephones  have  also  received  numerous 
requests    from    other    points    throughout  the 
province  for  use  of  the  kit.  • 


Tiny  Bits  of  Fluff 
Give  Clues  to  Death 
Causes  of  Chicks 

The  incidence  of  disease  in  chicks  in  Alberta 
may  be  reduced  as  a  result  of  a  new  hatchery 
sanitation  control  testing  program  undertaken  by 
the  Poultry  and  Veterinary  Services  Branches  of 
the  Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Many  of  Alberta's  60  commercial  and  breeder 
hatcheries  are  co-operating  with  the  Poultry 
Branch  and  the  Provincial  Veterinary  Laboratory 
in  a  series  of  tests  which  determine  the  bacterial 
counts  in  "fluff,"  small  pieces  of  feathers  and 
other  articles  found  in  hatchers  after  chicks  are 
hatched. 

Two  fluff  samples  are  taken  for  testing;  one 
immediately  after  the  hatcher  is  opened  and  be- 
fore babv  chicks  are  removed,  and  the  other 
immediately  after  the  empty  hatcher  has  been 
fumigated.  Officials  believe  there  is  a  direct 
relationship  between  high  bacterial  counts  of 
fluff  and  the  amount  of  trouble  in  chicks  after 
they  reach  the  producer.  If  samples  examined  at 
the  provincial  lab  reveal  a  high  bacteria  count, 
the  operator's  methods  are  examined  and  recom- 
mendations made,  particularly  in  the  field  of 
hatching  machine  fumigation. 

Test  series  in  the  program  were  conducted  at 
a  few  hatcheries  in  the  fall  of  1958  and  again 
this  year.  Satisfactory  results  indicated  the  pro- 
gram should  be  enlarged  and  all  Alberta 
hatcheries  were  invited  to  participate  on 
a  voluntary  basis.  • 


Laboratory  Tests  Safeguard  Highway  Durability 


These  machines  are  used  to  test  the  quality  of  asphalt  being  used  on  roads 
under  construction. 

The  Alberta  Government's  Highway  Testing  Laboratory  at  Edmonton 
plays  an  important  role  in  guaranteeing  the  strength  and  durability  of 
provincial  highways,  some  of  which  cost  in  excess  of  $100,000  per 
mile.  The  technicians  of  this  testing  organization  check  and  double  check 
the  components  of  Alberta's  roads  from  the  earth  sub  grade  and  gravel 
base  to  the  final  asphalt  surfacing. 

Before  construction  of  a  highway  begins,  samples  of  the  proposed 
road  bed  are  taken.  On  the  laboratory's  report  will  depend  the  depth  of 
subsurface  excavation  and  backfilling  needed  to  ensure  foundation 
stability. 

Nearby  sources  of  sand  and  gravel  are  tested  for  possible  use  on  the 
project.  The  samples  are  crushed,  sieved  and  the  residual  fine  fractions 
tested  for  strength  and  plasticity.  During  actual  construction,  on-the-spot 


The  strength  of  road  surfacing  material  is  tested  on  the  compression 
machine. 

control  tests  are  taken  several  times  dailv,  ensuring  contract  specifications 
are  being  met. 

Completed,  the  highway  surface  is  periodically  tested.  Diamond  core 
drills  remove  vertical  cylinders  which  are  checked  for  strength  and 
asphalt-gravel  ratio. 

The  opportunity  to  enjoy  greater  economy  through  use  of  superior 
components  is  never  neglected.  Alberta's  severe  and  extreme  weather 
conditions  demand  peak  strength  in  all  road  building  material.  Machines 
check  new  types  of  material  for  frost  and  moisture  characteristics.  Ability 
to  withstand  loads  is  tested  by  a  machine  capable  of  exerting  a  pressure 
of  60,000  pounds. 

The  Department  employs  a  score  of  persons  at  the  Highway  Lab- 
oratory and  more  than  100  inspectors  are  employed  during  the 
construction  period  carrying  out  field  tests  and  obtaining  samples  of 
materials.  • 
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Employ  Electronic  Recorders 
To  Teach  Languages  at  School 


A  language  laboratory  believed  to  be  the  first  in  a  high  school  in  Canada  has  been  installed  by 
the  County  of  Thorhild  at  the  Redwater  High  School.  The  lab  has  facilities  for  20  students  and  is 
used  as  an  aid  in  teaching  Ukrainian  and  French. 

The  laboratory  consists  of  electronic  equipment  enabling  the  students,  individually  or  in  pairs, 
to  hear  and  repeat  pre-recorded  lessons  in  the  foreign  language.  There  are  ten  semi-soundproof 
cubicles  each  equipped  with  a  specially  designed  dual-track  tape  recorder,  earphones  and  micro- 
phone. Two  students  can  be  accommodated  in  each  cubicle. 


The  basic  purpose  of  the  laboratory  is  to  pro 
of  the  foreign  speech  and  a  large  amount  of  imi 
is  intended  to  lead  progressively  toward  the  abil 
while  the  oral  drill  is  aimed  toward  the  acquisi 

Reading  and  writing  skills  are  developed  ii 
given  in  grammar  and  spelling. 

During  a  language  class,  students  listen  to  a  m 
by  the  teacher.  The  teacher's  voice  is  recorded  o 
cubicle's  recorders.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  trans 
lesson  after  the  teacher  and  compare  the  two  voi 
selves  as  others  hear  them,  and  are  able  to  judge  a 
model  being  imitated. 


vide  regular  practise  in  listening  to  good  examples 
tation  and  repetitive  oral  drill.  Listening  practise 
ity  of  the  students  to  understand  the  language, 
tion  of  fluent  speaking  ability. 

another  classroom,  where  formal  instruction  is 


aster  tape  of  the  day's  lesson  prepared  beforehand 
n  one-half  of  the  dual  track  tape  in  each  of  the 
cription,  students  play  back  the  tape,  repeat  the 
ces.  In  this  manner  they  are  able  to  hear  them- 
nd  correct  their  speech  bv  comparing  it  with  the 


The  teacher  has  a  master  monitoring  board  in  the  laboratory  and  frequently  listens  to  the 
various  students  as  they  repeat  the  lessons.  Aid  is  thus  given  in  accents  and  pronounciation. 

It  is  estimated  that  students  will  have  a  vocabularly  of  approximately  1,600  words  after  one 
full  year  of  study.  Cost  of  the  Redwater  language  laboratory  was  $5,400.  A  similar  language 
lab  is  operated  in  Edmonton  by  the  University  of  Alberta.  • 


COMING  EVENTS 


During  the  coming  year  Alberta  will  be  these  scene  of  many  events  of  provincial,  national 
and  international  interest.  Within  Our  Borders  is  pleased  to  list  these  in  its  Coming  Events 
column.  Information  should  be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Boom  502,  Legislative 
Bldg.,  Edmonton. 

Jan.    6  Community  Planning  Assoc.  of  Canada   -  Edmonton 

Jan.  11-13      Water-Sewage  Operators  school  conducted  by  Alta. 

Dept.  of  Health   Edmonton 

Jan.  18-20      Prairie  Roadbuilders  Assoc      Calgary 

Jan.  24-27      Canadian  Construction  Assoc  Calgary 

Jan.  24  Alta.  Junior  Ski  Championships   „  Camrose 

Jan.  30-31      Calgary  Inter-School  Prov.  Ski  Meet  ~  Banff 

Feb.    5-  7      Internatl.  Collegiate  Ski  Meet   „  Banff 

Feb.    8-  9      Natural  Resources  Conference   „  Edmonton 

Feb.  13-14      Inter-Prov.  High  School  Ski  Meet   _  Jasper 

Feb.  20-21      Annual  Ski  Tournament   _  „  Camrose 


SINGLE  MEN'S 
HOSTELS  UNIQUE 


Canada,  the  single  men's  hostels 
Department  of  Welfare  in  Ed- 
provide  free  tempor- 
■  unemployed  w  orkers 


operated  b 

monton,  Calgar)  and  Gi 
ar\  accommodation  to  sir 
in  Alberta. 

Part  of  a  program  of  assistance  introduced 
during  the  depression,  the  facilities  arc  available 
to  any  unemployed  single  man  while  he  is  seek- 
ing work.  The  entire  $350,000  annual  cost  is 
borne  by  the  Department  of  Welfare  and  no 
claim  is  made  on  the  recipient  or  his  home  muni 
cipalitv.  The  Department's  polic)  also  provides 
Alberta  municipality  for 


reimbursement  to 


the  expense  incurred  by  them  in  providing  tempo- 
rary accommodation  to  transient  unemployed 
workers  as  required  bv  the  Municipal  District 
Act. 

The  first  single  men's  hostel  was  established 
in  the  Ogden  district  of  Calgary  in  1932.  and 
is  still  operating.  The  three  storey  structure, 
property  of  the  Alberta  Department  of  Public 
Works,  was  formerly  an  hotel.  The  hostel  has 
sleeping  facilities  for  250  persons  and  during  the 
course  of  this  year's  operations,  more  than 
100,000  meals  were  served  to  the  thousands  oi 
men  provided  with  clean  comfortable  accommoda- 
tion. 

In  1955  the  Edmonton  hostel  was  built  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  at  a  cost  in 
excess  of  $500,000.  This  modern  centre  has  a 
sleeping  capacity  of  300  and  provides  two  meals 
daily  to  any  unemployed  worker  who  wishes  to 
take  advantage  of  the  facilities. 

Thirty  miles  north-west  of  Edmonton  on  Lac 
Ste.  Anne  is  the  Gunn  camp.  Although  it  is  a 
single  men's  hostel  and  operated  under  the  same 
regulations  as  the  Edmonton  and  Calgarv  estab- 
lishments, its  design  is  a  new  concept  in  welfare 
accommodation.  Constructed  along  community 
lines,  the  camp  comprises  thirty  well  furnished 
modern  bungalows  each  containing  comfortable 
sleeping  quarters  for  four  men,  and  a  sitting 
room.  A  bright,  clean  cafeteria  style  kitchen  and 
eating  room  contained  in  a  central  building  are 
for  the  use  of  all  inhabitants  of  the  camp.  • 

Municipalities  Change 
Status  In  1960 

Five  Alberta  communities  may  be  affected  by 
changes  in  status  early  in  1960.  Four  hamlets 
are  slated  to  become  villages  and  one  village  will 
be  elevated  to  town  status. 

Applications  for  the  changes  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs. 
The  hamlets  of  New  Sarepta,  Slave  Lake  and  a 
yet  unnamed  summer  village  on  the  south  side 
of  Wabamum  Lake  have  applied  for  elevation 
to  village  status.  The  village  of  Picture  Butte 
will  become  Alberta's  87th  town. 

A  hamlet  is  eligible  to  become  an  ordinary 
village  when  the  number  of  occupied  dwellings 
in  the  community  reaches  50.  Application  for 
change  may  be  submitted  by  residents  one 
month  after  the  qualifying  number  of  occupied 
dwellings  has  been  reached.  A  notice  of  inten- 
tion is  published  over  a  30-day  period  by  the 
Municipal  Affairs  department  and  if  no  objections 
are  raised  by  citizens  involved  the  incorporation 
may  be  ordered. 

Villages  are  eligible  to  become  towns  when 
the  population  passes  700.  The  1959  population 
of  Picture  Butte  was  1,003.  • 


CORRECTION 

In  the  December  issue  of  Within  Our 
Borders,  in  a  story  summarizing  Alberta's 
financial  position,  the  figure  of  $348,992,- 
804.25  was  given  as  total  of  all  the 
provincial  reserves.  This  should  have  read 
$248,992,804.25. 
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Former  Mountain  Town 
Scene  of  First  Movie 


A  relatively  unknown  historical  attraction  near  Banff  townsite  in  Banff 
National  Park  is  the  site  of  Bankhead,  a  once  thriving  coal  mining  com- 
munity of  nearly  2,000  persons.  All  that  remains  today  are  several  founda- 
tions and  a  series  of  nine  steps  leading  to  what  was  a  church. 

The  Bankhead  Mines  Limited  was  formed  in  1905  by  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Company  to  mine  semi-anthracite  coal  found  in  the  Cas- 
cade Basin  near  Banff.  Two  years  later  the  company  installed  Canada's 
first  briquette  plant,  and  began  turning  out  600  tons  per  day.  Economic 
coal  seams  ran  out  in  the  early  1920's  and  the  mine  was  finally  closed  in 
1923.  In  its  16  years  of  operation  the  plant  produced  nearly  three  million 
tons  of  coal,  and  had  a  monthly  payroll  of  $45,000. 

When  the  mine  closed,  the  houses  and  church  were  moved  to  other 
communities,  mostly  Banff.  Equipment  was  dismantled  and  other  buildings 
such  as  stores,  hotel  and  boarding  houses,  torn  down.  One  residence  still 
in  use  was  literally  sawn  in  half  so  that  it  could  be  moved  across  a  narrow 
bridge,  to  be  re-assembled  in  Banff. 

Bankhead  today  is  a  quiet  peaceful  place.  Towering  mountains  and 
dense  stands  of  trees  stand  as  sentinels.  The  location  has  twice  been  the 
scene  of  movies.  In  1915  one  of  the  first  films  ever  made  in  Canada  was 
shot  there.  This  was  a  thriller  with  the  hero  racing  down  the  main  street 
on  horseback  and  managing  to  rescue  a  pretty  heroine  from  a  runaway 
coal  car,  just  in  the  nick  of  time. 

The  townsite  bustled  with  activity  for  the  last  time  in  1953  when  a 
Hollywood  company  shot  many  scenes  of  a  wild-west  Indian  epic  at  the 
site.  • 


Tests  Show  Hard  Hats 
Are  Real  Life  Savers 


Tests  of  protective  hard  hats 
used  by  workers  in  heavy  indus- 
try were  recently  conducted  at  the 
Research  Council  of  Alberta  lab- 
oratories at  Edmonton  by  the  Fac- 
tories Branch  of  the  Department  of 
Labour.  The  eleven  headguards 
tested  were  subjected  to  controlled 
simulated  hazards  to  establish  the 
reliability  of  design  and  construc- 
tion. Hat  designs  varied  from 
smooth  crown  models  with  heavy 
brim,  to  brimless  ribbed  crown 
models  of  non-conductive  material 
for  use  in  the  electrical  trade. 
Aluminum  and  fibre  glass  were  the 
most  common  materials  in  hats 
used  by  the  oil  and  construction 
industries. 

The  inner  cradles  designed  to 
hold  the  hat  comfortably  away 
from  the  head  were  constructed  of 
various  materials,  including  cotton 
webbing,  polythene  straps  and 
foam  rubber. 

Each  hat  being  tested  was  fitted 
with  carbon  paper  inside  the 
crown  and  placed  on  a  wooden 
"head",  with  the  cradle  properly 
adjusted  to  size.  An  eight  pound 
steel  ball  was  dropped  squarely  on 
the  crown  from  a  height  of  five 
feet.  If  the  hat  or  cradle  failed  to 
withstand  the  impact  the  carbon 
paper  left  a  visible  mark.  A  per- 
son wearing  the  headguard  under 
similar  conditions  would  have 
suffered  serious  injury. 

In  a  second  test,  a  sharply 
pointed  two  pound  plumb-bob  was 
dropped  onto  the  crown  from  a 
height  of  five  feet.  If  the  bob 
penetrated  the  hat  further  than 
three-eighths  of  one  inch,  ap- 
proximately half  the  distance  to  a 
wearer's  head,  the  hat  was  re- 
jected. 

The  tests  resulted  in  the  rejec- 
tion of  two  headguards.  On  the 
first,  the  cradle  failed,  while  the 
second  was  penetrated  deeply  by 
the  plumb -bob. 

The  use  of  the  familiar  al- 
uminum and  fibre  hard  hats  in 
heavy  industrv  is  a  regulation  of 
the  Factories  Act  administered  bv 
the   Branch.    Each   employer  in 


designated  industries  is  required 
to  provide  his  workers  with  proper 
head  protection. 

It  has  been  established  that 
scores  of  fatalities  and  serious  in- 
juries have  been  averted  by  their 
use.  The  "Turtle  Club"  with  a 
world  wide  membership  in  excess 
of  1800,  is  a  fraternity  composed 
of  workers  who  have  had  their 
lives  saved  bv  a  safetv  hat. 
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There  are  no  restrictions  in  the  republishing  of  any  material 
but  a  credit  line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be  accompanied  by  the 
mailing  address  on  the  front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for 
"Within  Our  Borders,"  and  new  readers  are  invited  to  forward 
their  name  and  address  to  "Within  Our  Borders^"  Legislative 
Buildings,  Edmonton. 


CLASS  "A"  DRIVERS  MUST 
PROVE  PHYSICAL  FITNESS 

All  persons  holding  an  Alberta  Class  "A"  Operator's  License  are  re- 
quired to  annually  submit  a  certificate  of  medical  fitness  to  the  Department 
of  Highways. 

A  Class  "A"  Operator's  License  permits  the  operator  to  operate  all 
motor  vehicles,  including  bus,  school  bus,  taxi  cabs  and  ambulance.  The 
medical  notices  and  blank  medical  examiner's  reports  are  presently  being 
mailed  to  all  holders  of  Class  "A"  Licenses. 

The  notices  and  medical  report  are  required  to  be  returned  to  the 
Motor  Vehicle  Branch  within  30  days.  Failure  to  do  so  will  result  in 
cancellation  of  the  Class  "A"  privilege. 

Every  effort  will  be  made  to  forward  notices  to  everv  individual 
driver  but  the  responsibility  rests  with  the  individual  who  holds  a  Class 
"A"  privilege  to  submit  a  report  even  though  he  does  not  receive  notice. 
Notices  are  being  forwarded  thirty  days  in  advance,  according  to  the 
birthdate  of  the  licensee,  for  example,  a  Class  "A"  Operator  whose  birth- 
date  falls  during  the  month  of  May  will  receive  notification  in  April,  when 
a  medical  certificate  is  required.  • 


